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SERMON II. 


HE | ey. 
CHRISTIAN 8 GOLDEN CHAIN; 7 So 


. 
| DIVINE « AND HUMAN TITLES OF THE LORD. 
FV 
For unto us @ Child is born, unto us a Son is 255 
given, and the government ſhall be upon his 
ſheoulder: and his name ſhall be called Mon- 5 


derful, Counſellor, the Mighty God, the 
.. w—_ laſting nen,, 


Tarp theſe words contain a 3 1 
of Jehovah manifeſting himſelf in ou. 
nature, born of the Virgin, needs no proof; 
becauſe they carry their own evidence, and xl 
have always been conſidered i in that point . 


ol view. It alſo appears as if it was impoſſi : | 
oe to miſtake the perſon of whom they are 8 
CES EE. A2 = h 3 | 
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FHE DIVINE HUMAN [ Serm. II. 


* being but one petſon alone, 


in whom the ideas the character —here 
proclaimed, can meet; namely, in the 
only Jehovah of the Old Teſtament, who 


| 8 the Jeſus of the New; thus the 


Child born, the Son given, upon whoſe 
ſhoulder the government of heaven and 


earth is placed; the Wonderful, the Coun- 


ſellor, the mighty God, the everlaſting Fa- 


ther, the Prince of Peace. Each of which 


characters and names, we will, as mercifully 
aſſiſted, attempt briefly to illuſtrate, from 
the light of the ROO, now — in n his 


Word. 


{rf Brine 
oo dy 


The firſt e we ent in our 


text is, as rendered by our tranſlators, to us 


u Child is born. But the Hebrew word, here 


uled for child, imports particularly a boy 
or man-child. Here it may be neceſſary to 
bbſerve, that the Word of the Lord nOWS + 4 


nothing of the idea of a part of the 
or a ſeparate perſon, 4 manhood == 


| himſelf, for our ſalvation, But the only Jeho- | 
1 van, , agreeable to the language of Ifaiah's; pro- 
| phiecy, chap. Xlifi, 11, 4, even I am the Lord 


 (Jebarak), - ; 


i J 10 


Serm. II.] TIrIESs or TE LORD, {5 * 


(Jehovah), and befide me there is no Saviour. 


Allo, in chap. xlv. 21,'There is no God elſe be- 
fide me, a juſt God and a Saviour ; there is none 
beſide me. And although Divine Omniſcience 


knew; that mankind, at the time of the end 


ofthe firſt chriſtian diſpenſation; would ſe- 
parate the Saviour of mankind from the Fa- 
ther; yet that this ſhould not be done by 
the true church, | eſtabliſhed at his ſecond 
advent; that then the miſts of darkneſs and 
perplexity, with which the minds of the 
vell diſpoſed were overwhelmed, ſhould be 
7 diſſipated by the revelation of the glory of 
the Lord, is ſweetly propheſied of by Zach. 
xiv. 9, In that day the Lord( Jehovah) ſhall 
be king over all the earth; in that day ſhall 
there be one Lord (Jehovah), and kis name 
one. A prophecy never fully: accompliſhed 
till this day, in which the Lord has formed 
a new heaven and a new church, who alone 
acknowledge him as all in all; adopting e 
language of the apoſtle Paul, without any 
L Le wie- . My; Deere Chriſt 
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The reaſon. why It 18 ſaid, a a boy or man. 
child was born, is, becauſe a boy or a man- 
child, as the male principle, correſponds to 
divine good; and the Lord, although he 
came forth as divine truth, was eſſential di- 
vine good in himſelf, in conſequence of his 
ſoul being not only from the Father, but the 
very Father in him; hence his love being 
underived love, the word here uſed for child 
is in the maſculine gender; whilſt, whenever 
the church is ſpoken of, as to her love, 
Which is all derived from him, ſhe is always 
Ef poken of in the feminine gender, being cal 
led a woman, a wife, a daughter, a virgin. 
The reaſon is, becauſe love's fountain in it- 
ſelf is a male love, whilſt all derived love is 
female love. This difference in love, as ex- 

iling in the male and in the female, is the 
tte reaſon of the difference of the ſexes, 

15 and alſo is the reaſon of che apparent ſupe- 


5 Hority exiſting! between Adam and e 


— 


+ 


. 
. o * if 2 
* - . . P x a 
* N = eee ie ent ns — 2 UG AAA „%P Wo, — — — rnd = — — GIF _ —̃ ̃ k te A 7 — 
1 * * — * 
4 R d — 3 5 * - U 
- 
„ * K — — I A. * - — 
5 F - : 
2 y 


<a ” 


: © * 1 
v4 
* " 
& 4 
1 1 15 
1 
* - . 
2, 
4 ” 
* 
6 . 
* j 4 
: 3 
BR 
) * 
17 i 
1 , 
** 
* 
* 4 * 


#42 45 


regard to their creation, as related in the 
bock of Geneſis j the man being acc in- 
mediately by and from the Lord, thereſore 
his love is more interior; and the woman 
| Jrog made c out of or r from man, her | love is 

fl more 


„„ ĩ ᷣ — of, 


or goodneſs, ma 


Ve, 


9 ** is "a this. diſt een Jn mals 
| loye as the fountain, and | female love as the 


fiream, that our Lord, in the words before 


us, is called a boy or man- child; being ſo 


8 called i in reſpect. to his divine love, or the 


Father which, yas in him even from concep- 


| tion; as he is afterwards called a Son, with 

 reſpeR to divine truth, which proceeds from 
and i 18 the form, ofe divine good, or as to the 
4095 mr wor ag fr from the N 


0 5 RY Was ! divine laws; 6 
may be proved from the ac. 

count of his very conception, as recorded by © _ 
MF | (i. 35.) where we are told, that e 


anygel Gabriel ſaluted Mary as the highly fa- 
voured of the Lord, telling her the Holy 
| TP * come upon thee, and the Lag 


se 19 TITLES OF THE LORD. 7 


| more exterior. Not chat as conju ial pairs, 
between huſband and wife, there ould be + 
any allumption of dominion, becauſe each 
acting from, and being | left as in freedom i in 
. provliar duties, is the very bond of 
be, 11 5h 4 all coercion is it's deſtrubtion, | kg 
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We vine truth; "becauſe divine truth is nothing . 
but divine good in fort and exiſtence; Fri = 
fame as the Son in the Deity, is the Father B 

in form and exiſtence.” Hence, whether we 

ſay the F ather, the eſſential divine, divine 
love or goodneſs, it is the ſame; ſo alſo the 

Son, the divine human, di vine wiſdom or 


TAE DIVINE HUMAN” been. II. A 


of ths Highaft Mal! oobehildow: kite; Wik 


fore that holy thing that Mall be born of thet 
Hall be called the Son of God; the Lord 


there being called a Son, in relation' to his 


coming into the world, as divine truth; but 
as his internal life and'ſoul fill was divine : 


good, he IS called the Son of God; the 
word 'God, in the New Teſtament, always 


having relation to the Lord. as to > divine 
go or love, MEG brit | 


1 7 . 
b 5 15 . $d * 7 4 * — 7 F | if . "A , ” L 


The Lord! 18 abet a Sun in regu to G- | 


truth: the former all relating to the eſſe, 


the life and ſoul of the Deity; the lat Þ. 


the exiſtence, body, and form; both 


tering, ſince Jehovah's s affuraption e and — 


fication of the human, in the Ohe perſon * 


5 _ rr God and. Saviour ie, 


Ps | PRY SA . — ' # VS 


This 
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This Jon: in our text is ſaid to hs given, 


the ſame as in other parts of the Word, he 
is ſaid to be ſent, and which to ſuch. who 


have not heretofore been accuſtomed to 


of an objettion to what has been obſerved 
of Jeſus Chriſt alone being the only God, 


the Father, as well as the Son. Thoſe who 


cannot diveſt their minds of conceiving that 


there is a trinity of perſons in the God- 
head, will be apt to catch at every little 


ftraw/ to confirm their ideas; but on the 
contrary, thoſe Who ſee no God in heaven or 


on earth, but the Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


Chriſt, giving full credit to that teſtimony of 
dur Lord, that the ſeriptures all teſtify of 


bim, they can ſee the propriety of the Son 
being ſaid to - be given or ſent, in re ON 
gard to the appearance which took place, 
in conſequence of the deſcent of the human 


or divine truth into the world from divine 


good, but yet not ſo ſepatated but the unit 
of he Godhead is preſerved entire, divine 
good or the Father being always ſo united to 


s e or the = as che ſoul is to the 
8 e 3 


think alone of God, as one in eſſence and in 
perſon, may appear as if it carried ſome what 
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5 body; üch lis we may do, if, in viewing of 
the Deity / in all his operations, we diveſt Dur: 
us n 1 PO 5 bot of. 


585 


„ # j4 *% 


"W's are now 1 to -comemplace: for 3 


1 was, that Jehovah entered into a 
flate of humiliation, in being born as a: man- 
aun gave himſelf as a Son.—It was for, 


- Thislis language that eyery man in the 


A as well as. every angel in heaven, 
may apply to himſelf; becauſe; each alike 
is the ſubject of his redemption; for each 
he entertains the /ſame. impartiality, he de- 
ſixes, for ever did, and for ever will, deſire 
all men to be ſaved, and come to him as 
be fountain of liſe and ſalvation; and When 
be way, was impeded, through the progreſs 
and depravity of the fall, we behold him 
cake humanity upon himſelf, redeeming not 
onhy men, but angels alſo; by removing the 
evil ſpirits in the ſpiritual orld from chei 
Amrong holds, hurling ſatans beadlong down- 
| from their fanciful heavens, ſubduing them 
5 Sa e the ſouls of m 
8 A ad amongſt them their evil, du 


all powerful arm, that they thould;not 
en upon earth, 


"_ 1 . 4. A... ts 


, üble for the firſt chriſtians to attain; the s 


E T 
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ence; and alſo delivered the very angels/ be- 


cauſe poſſeſſing ſome external truths from the 
Word, they wereabletopenetratetheir wicked i 


into the very heavens of the angels. 


Did he e le this for AY at * firſt 5 
coming ? Behold him performing the very- 


| ſame Bo of redemption at his ſecond, and 
dis for us; theſe words, if poſſible, being with 


more propriety applicable to us ; becauſe 


the Lord has now made his Jecohd advent, 


and the revelation of the glories of the Word 


being farther opened, whereby the New Je- 
5 ruſalem diſpenſation may arrive at higher 
| degrees | in the Lord's body, the grand man 


of heaven, y and the church, than it was pol- 


Lord for the molt p part ſealing up the genu- 
ine truths of heaven till this time, when Je- 


hovah Jeſus, in the tabernacle of his divine . 2 
| "human, "ſhould ir in very, deed dwell vith ar 155 
| In every bumble and! faithful foul.” 


11 


In Steir Une Ge r us m a 
ne benefits here offered, it is ecu Uhke 


, theft} < 


Ve. on our g vr, FFI INEY to get 


'Þ 
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WW become children of the eh, 2 wh | 


_ 7, To us a child ! is born, to ark is given. 
B . This i is the part of the covenant on the Lords 
ide. We are not only created by t the TSS, . 

: but alſo redeemed; and there is nothing 
wantin g on his part to regenerate our fouls, 
if we on our part love him, believe in him, 

and obey. his commands. If we are thus 
found fulfilling the conditions on our part, 
as the Lord is always ready on his part, then 
tte Lord, Who in his grace and mercy before 
pas only, as it were, ſtanding without, comes 
1 within; ; in our wills then is this man-child | 
born, as love divine enlivening all our 
3 affeftions ; ; and in our underſtandings is is 
- this; ſon given, as truth divine enlightening | 
all our thoughts, This is the very end for 
which the Lord deſcended, that we might 
be able to conquer the evils of our n Kore, 
put off the old man of fin and iniquity, em- 
1 1 all that is good and true from the 
on; and then with heart and ſoul we ſhall 
=> 5 2 Ae to receive che grand declarations | 
5 1 1 5 dt 


/ 


: | 
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that now follow, as applicable to the one 
Lk Lord of * and men. 


a * 


4 


The firſt of which is, The government 
ſhall be upon his ſhoulder: by which is 
meant, that to him ſhall þe all power; the 

hand ſimply meaning power, the arm great 
power, but the ſhoulder all power; becauſe 

on the ſhoulder i is all the force of the body, 
to bear and carry burdens. And this decla- 
ration being ſpoken, in reference to Jeho-, | 
val's aſſuming the human, opens to our 
view, that all the power, the whole govern- 
ment, in the preſervation and conſervation 
of the uniyerſe, would no longer depend up- 


on the union exiſting in creation, whereby 
3 the inferior degrees received the Lord's life 
«4 alone, mediately through the ſuperior, ang 
> except the divine had made a more cloſe 
d union of the parts with himſelf, would have 
F been entirely diſſolved. But this breach - + 
5 now is repaired, this wound is healed. The e [ 
af Lord, by coming doyn to the loweſt, a. . 
Xx K elevating that to the higheſt, has now pow. IIS 
u er in himſelf to govern the univerſe, imme |. DEE 
B diately from himſelf, as well as by the me- 
J _.- 
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ſo emphatically bears. 
called, Wonderful, Counſellor, the maghty 
God, the everlaſiing Father, 'the Prince of | 


diate connection of one part of creation up- 
on the other; as well as that bond to bind 


heaven and, earth together, he has framed 
the threefold cord in himſelf of Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, which cannot be broken 
to all eternity, let men or devils do their 


worlt ; whereby he is able to diſplay his om- 


nipotence, in the preſervation of the uni- 


\ verſe entire; and brought that omnipotence 
\ down to his creature's liberty and rationali- 


ty, which is the grand fundamental principle 


for which he took the government upon his 
ION. wi, 


We now come to the names which he 
"His mane fat be 


peace, Upon which emphatic and glorious 
names, let us ſuffer ourſelves freely to medi- 


tate; and may the illuſtrious perſonage, in 


whom alone they all meet, ppen- our eyes, 
to ſee himſelf, as the alone 9 5 here teſti- 


he hed concerning. 


U 


—— 


Serm, I.] TITLES OF THE LORD. 15 | 
6 order to which, it is neceſſary that we 1 
_ obſerve, what we are to underſtand by a — 
name, and by calling a name, in the Word; A 
namely, denoting the quality of a perſon or 9 
thing. Hence, when our text ſays of the 4 
child Jeſus, that his name ſhall be called, it | 
implies, that ſuch was his nature and quali- , 
ty- as the names after-mentioned import. | 
That the names given to the Lord in the 4 
Word, denote his qualities, may be evident | i 
from the name Jeſus being given him, ſigni- 4 
fying a ſaviour; for this very reaſon, becauſe 3 
he ſhall fave his people from their lins. : 4 


. 


The firſt n name hae e of the quality ff. 
of the God now manifeſted” in fleſh, r 
he ſhall be called Wonderful. If we take 
this name or quality to the eſſential divine, 
as in himſelf, it is certainly not only beyond 
our reach, but alſo of the higheſt angel in 
heaven, there to attempt to comprehend; it 5 
being impoſſible for the finite to fam 
the infinite. Behind this ſcene the curious 
eye had better never attempt to look; be- 
cauſe it is an unfathomable ocean, in which. 
the mind is lufe to be loſt. It appears as jf 
a . 2 „ 
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the higheſt ſiretch the mind of man can take 
to the Lord, is in regard to the union of the 
divine and the human; that is, in what 
manner the divine came down to the human, 


and how the human elevated itſelf to the di- 
vine, ſo as at length to become inſeparably 
one with it; but which can alone be done 


by thoſe who have trod the path the Lord 
went before them, in regeneration ; and then 


it is only a very faint ſketch, but which, like 


a bud, may be ever opening ' new glories. 
There is nothing that can be comprehended N 
fully and properly by us; that is, there is 


nothing that falls within the light of our un- 
I derſtanding, but the Lord's divine proceęd- 
ing, according to our receptions of which, 
_ thoſe ſketches of the divine human open to 
our minds, every new ſcene filling us with 
wondrous aſtoniſhment ; for therein is moſt 
undoubtedly the higheſt intellectual feaſt 
| that can be enjoyed by man. NY 


; | 
The Lord is alfo wonderful in all 1 


works, and in all his ways; for who by 
DIY ſearching, in any one point, can find out the 
7 eee to en I, for inſtance, we 


take 


3 


. 


5 
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take a view of creation; if we extend our 
ideas beyond this little world of our's, and 
conſider, that boundleſs ſpace contains un- 
numbered worlds; that every fixed ſtar is a 
ſun to ſome other ſyſtem; and that all theſe - 


worlds and ſuns roll on according to their 
order of ereation in ſucceſſion, order, and 


harmony: if we look on theſe worlds, and 
ſee the care, the conſtant care of a wiſe Pro- 

vidence over all the inhabitants, providing 
his creatures their proper food; nay, that 
Providence not only extending itſelf to the 


general concerns of kingdoms and ſtates, of 


towns and cities, but to the moſt minute par- 
ticulars of the ' and conduct of all; fo 
that the very hairs of our head are all num- 
bered, and a ſparrow cannot fall to the 
ground without our heavenly Father pleaſes; 
how ſhall we not pronounce the God, that 
made and keeps the whole in order, con- 
nection, and preſervation, at the ſame time 
deigns to undertake conducting our meaneſt 
affairs; I ſay, how can we not pronounce 


him Wonderſul ? It is impoſlible otherwiſe 


to do, if our minds are at all elevated thus. 5 


to behold him. 5 
* 


\ 
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If [ION creation we e paſs. on to the works 
of redemption and regeneration, here we 
may delight our ſouls with wonders upon 

' wonders, continually opening to dur raviſh- 
ed eyes. Here we may behold an incarnate ' 
God, as a man of ſorrows and acquainted - 
with griefs, paſſing thirty-three years here 
below of trials, affliction, and dire tempta- 
tions from hell, for our ſakes; and from his 
divinity within, which was always near at 
hand to ſuſtain the human in every conflict, ! 
. length conquer hell, lead captivity cap- 
tive, and by ſo doing glorify che human, 
chat is, unite it to the divine, whereby he 
becomes a redeemer to eternity, that is, a 
regenerator of every man who flies to him 
for refuge, from his ſins and iniquities; and 
all becauſe his wondrous mercy. and love 
towards his creature, man, endureth for ever: 
many waters cannot quench it, nor the floods 
en it. But 1 muſt be brief, and TP: 
1 „ TIS 


The ſecond. name, by which our 9 13 
called in our text, is the Counſellor, And 
here 1 it will be profitable ſor us to throw 
Zi alice 
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aſide from our minds, as much as poſſible, 
the old idea that the Lord is a counſellor 
in conſequence of having appealed his Fa- 
ther's wrath; becauſe it is an idea which de- 
ſtroys that fundamental of all doctrine, that 
God is one in eſſence and in perſon; and 
neceſſarily makes a multiplication of Gods 
in the mind, or ſeparates the divine from 
the human: in either caſe, there is left no 
other idea of the Deity, than as a phantom 
floating in the imagination; and nothing 
real or ſubſtantial for the love or faith of the _ 
humble chriſtian to fix his heart upon: but 
that ſtate 15 now no longer in the Lord's New 
Church; ſhe has her God, in conſequence 
of ſeeing the union of the divine and the hu- 
man, in the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, always be- 
fore her; from 'whence ſhe beholds him a 
-counſellor and an advocate, as to his hu- 
man, that being the door whereby the di- 
vine may be approached; for no man (as 
our Lord himſelf declares) has ſeen God, 
chat is, the naked divine, at any time:; the 
only begotten Son, who i is in the boſom of 
the Father, he has manifeſted him; the hu- 
man is the * to the divine, as the advo- 
0 | Cate. 
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cate or counſellor; ; becauſe whoſoever. ap- 


proacheth the human, in whom is the divine, 


approacheth the divine in the human, which 
is alone the divine in manifeſtation. There- 
fore, now the axe is laid to the root of the 


tree; it is now no longer allowable to have 


confidenee in the Father, that he will have 
mercy for the ſake of the Son; but the Word 
now is, John iii. 96, He that. believeth on 
the Son has everlaſting life, and he that be- 
lieveth not the Son ſhall not ſee life, but the 


wrath of oa abideth on him. 


wit The 1 is ala: a ia in his 
Word, for therein we have him always pre- 
ſent with us, directing us in the way we 
ought to walk, to be happy in time and to 


eternity. He there counſels us to abſtain 


from all that is evil and falſe in thought, | 
word, and deed, that we may not render our- 


| ſelves obnoxious to the attendant puniſh- 
ment; and to love, believe, and att every 


ching good and true, that he may fill us witn 
his heaven: for this end are the many in vi- 
tations held out to us, have we but regard 


ſufficient to our eternal be, to attend to 
: — 
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* 


the heavenly call; hence particularly 7 
Rev. iii. 18, he ſays, I counſel thee to buy 
of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayeſt 

be rich; and white raiment, that the ſhame 

of thy nakedneſs do not appear; and anoint 
thine eyes with eye-/alve, that thou mayeſt ſee » 3 
gold being celeſtial love, white raiment hea- > — 


venly truths, to buy meaning appropriating 
them to ourſelves as our own, and anoint. [x 
ing thine eyes with eye-ſalve, that thou mY 1 
fee, doing all things with a ſingle eye, elevated x, 
to the Lord the fountain of all light, and *:.;"2. 2 
cy of all life (0p. + . 0 

The next quality * our text, © Pie -,, 40 
of Jehovah in human form, is the maghty \- 
Cod, the Lord always being called God > _ _ 
in the Old Teſtament, in relation to divine | e 
truth, as he is called Jehovah i in relation to 1 1 
divine love; inaſmuch as all power is in „ 


vine truth derived from divine good, and it _ 
was the Lord as divine truth that more par 
ticularly aſſumed the human, in which he „ 
diſplayed ſuch amazing proofs of heroiſm; 
W he 1 1s not only called God, but the 
W e 


— — — 
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2 — 


mighty God, or as it ſhould be jan, 6 
. He O. ; 


ated 


„ 


— — E— — — ——— and 
: 0 


. . The wonderful Aude of lis power, which | 
\ | EET he diſplayed in the work of redemption and 
3 Hint and alſo in effecting a judgment 
at the time of his firſt, and alſo at his ſecond 

LY advent, we cannot enter minutely 1 into in this 
5 diſcourſe; ſuffice it to fay, that there was no 
want of power: with him to effect the pur- 
poſes for which he came; becauſe it pleaſed. 
the Father, the eſſential divine, that in him, 2 
the human, ſhould all fulneſs dwell. We 
alſo have his own explicit declaration to the 
fag, when he declared after his reſurrection, | 
„„ xxviii. 18, All power ts given into my 
3 hands, i in heaven and in earth. Hence whilſt 
; in our text he is called God, in. relation to 
 effential divine truth, he is called Mighty, or 
5 Hero, in reſpett to his human in the ulti⸗ 
CCC although the Lord Was the Man, 
J firſt principles, from all eternity, yet it 
ll 3 impoſſible | he could ſubdue the rebel- 
FF ſpirits of hell, without he had alſo come 

_ © into the laſt or loweſt, which then was all 

hg defilement, that he might himſelf be enabled 


3 to 


/ 


\ 
. 
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to come even within the infernal ſf phere, ap- 
proach them, and as he approached them 
by the maternal human, conquer and ſub- 
jugate them in conſequence of the divine, 
his life and ſoul diffuſing it's glories through 
the human; it is thus we ſee the Lord be- | 
come the hero, and the man "of We 


in the next place, we behold the child Hh 


born, the ſon given, to be the everlaſing | 

Father, or as it ſhould be rendered, the Fa- ' 'Y 
"I ther of eternity. I know there are many wo 
e acknowledge the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as a fas . 
e ther, in an accommodated ſenſe, namely, as q 
= the father of his people; but certainly it on. 1 
TI ly wants the underſtanding to be exerciſed, — 
ft MW and it muſt be ſeen, that our text ſpeaks of 22 
to. WM the Lord as the Father in a larger de ; -  - 
or not only as the father of his people, but as l 
ti⸗ the Father of eternity itſelf, \ And ly £3: 
m, our Lord preaches the ſame doctrine when 
it he tells us, John x. 30, 1 and the Father are oY 
el- one. Allo, John xiv. 9, 10, Hare 1 been fo 
me long time with you, and yet haſt thou not 
all W known me, Philip b He that hath ſeen me hath. 
led Jew he Father. Re ee thou not that 7 am in 1 
to 1 2 „ x 


[ 


% 


— 
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the Ruler, and the Father i in me 9 The words 
that I ſpeak unto you, I ſheak not of myſelf ; 
but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the 
Works. Believe me that I am in the Father, 
and the Father in me. The Lord being cal- 
led, by name, the Father of eternity, is no 

more than he himſelf declared to John in the 
| Rev. i. 8, Jam ALena and Omega, the BE- 
' GINNING and ending, ſaith the Lord, which 
25, WHICH WAS, , and whach 1 15 to come. 


The laſt r name EY we find attributed. to 
the Lord in our text is, the Prince of peace; 
becauſe from him alone is all divine truth, 
as well as divine good. to angels and men. 
He is called a prince, in relation to divine 
truth; for the ſame reaſon he is called a king, | 


and peace is attributed to him from the union 


of divine truth with divine good in his own 
1 „ Which When completed, he ſat 
down in peace on his throne, havin 8 finiſh- 
ed the work which he came to do; and which 
alſo and alone flows to man, as goodneſs and 
truth are conjoined i in the heart. Heavenly 
peace ſpringing from the Lord as the Prince 
of peace, being an interior bleſſedneſs reſult- 


; 25 | | | Kh l . 
„ Rf 13 . - * 
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ing from the conjunction of the Lord with 
heaven and the church; therefore alſo from 
the conjunction of goodneſs and truth in the 
breaſts and minds of thoſe who are in heaven 
and the church; in conſequence of which 
conjunction the warfare | is ceaſed, the evils 
and falſe ſpirits of hell give up the combat; 
diſcords and wars in the mind are at an end, 
the ſoul enters into the ſabbatical ſlate, he 
then fits under his own vine, and his own . 
| fig-tree, and none makes him afraid; there is 
nothing to hurt or deſtroy any more in all 
the Lord's holy mountain; ſrom that peace 
| flows all fructification of good affections in 
the will, and all multiplication of truths in 
the underſtanding; hence the fulneſs of he- 
venly intelligence and wiſdom ; and becauſe 
this conjunction of heaven in the ſoul-=this 
peace after combat with, and viftories gain -- 
ed over our ſpiritual foes, is from the Lord 
alone in his divine human, in which he is the 
Prince, the Lord, being all in all to man in 
his divine human; therefore he may, with 
great propriety, be called"! in our text 5 4 
f Frince 1 58 V 


* , 1 g 4 1 
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I0o conclude: let us never forget, that the 
Lord cannot be the prince of peace to us, 
but ſo far as we ſuffer him to come and take 
up his manſion within our breaſts; there is 
no peace from him who is the prince of 
peace, but as we enter the marriage union 
of goodneſs and truth from him, becauſe 
thereby we are enabled to give up our oęn 
ways and our on thoughts, and without re- 
ſerve leave our cauſe in his hand, put our 
confidence in him, at the ſame time uſing all 
means, that an opening Providence may put 
into our power. It is true here in this world, 
this pilgrimage-ſtate, the faithful chriſtian 
muſt expett to have his evenings, as well 
as his mornings and noons; nay ſometimes 
he may very near verge to the night, becauſe 


N regeneration is a progreſſive work, and the 


chriſtian is only ſuffered as it were to lay 
dovn his weapons of warfare, at the end 


bol a combat or temptation, that thereby, hav- 


ing ſome reſpite from the field of battle, 'he 
may prepare himſelf to enter again. But to 


ſuch our Lord lays, as tis true diſciples, in 


order to cheer up their hearts amidſt the 
: conflicts of the way, leſt dur ſhould totally 
TV 5 
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| fink into delpondeney, In the world ye ſhall 
"have tribulation, but in me ye ſhall have 
peace. Be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world, 1 will not leave you comfortleſs, Twill 
come again, and your heart ſhall rejoice, and 
your joy ſhall no man take from you. Peace 
| [ leave with you, my Peace 1. give unto you, not 


as the world giveth give I unto You. Let not 


your heart be troubled, neither lt it be afraid. 


Now to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be glory 


pu dominion for eyer and ever. 


„ 
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